
 

 I found a writing journal in my home library the other 

day.  I’d received it from a friend a few years ago, 

and just hadn’t gotten around to putting pen to     

paper, so to speak.  The outside cover was nothing 

special, but the title (how daunting) was “365 Things 

To Write About.”  Really???  Do I even have 365 

things rattling around in my head?  Okay maybe I do, but that’s a lot of words! 

Our club is like that journal.  We are starting a new year and right now all the pages 

are blank.  Instead of looking at the whole book and feeling overwhelmed by the 

great expanse of white, let’s foster the notion that when we give small chunks of 

our time and energy, we begin filling those pages with projects our local club finds      

important:  scholarships, supporting efforts like Cocoon House and Christmas 

House, donating dictionaries and more.  We should be pleased with the things that 

Kiwanis Club of Mukilteo accomplishes each year.  I encourage all of you to keep up 

the good work. 

Let’s call our first chapter “Opportunity” because the projects we engage in and the 

fundraisers that we take on, offer so many individuals and families in our area the 

chance to experience life in a better way.  That may be through a scholarship or by 

motivating an emergent reader.  It may be by providing funding to a family who 

cannot afford the expense of simply living.  None of these examples by themselves 

are overly noteworthy, but taken as a whole, show us our club CAN (and DOES) 

make a difference.   

We have had several weeks over the holidays to unwind, but we’ve hit a new year, 

and we have some blank pages to fill!  Grab a pen, folks….   

  

    Kim Voetberg 
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WE DON’T HAVE WRITER’S BLOCK….RIGHT? January, 2015 

How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single    
moment before starting to improve the world.  —Anne Frank 

 



The Club had a busy 2014, with many service projects 

and club fundraisers to fill our time.  On December 3rd, 

the only thing we had to focus on, was gathering to-

gether to enjoy an evening of much needed relaxation.  

The array of food that was prepared and consumed 

was mind-boggling (and relished).  With friendship, 

food, and fun times...what more could we have asked 

for?! 

Our social time was great because some of our     

members can attend morning meetings, but not as 

many evening or weekend commitments.  It may be 

vice-versa for others.  This one time of the year we 

have the opportunity to catch up with everyone, and be reminded of how many people 

in our community are committed to the ideals and purposes of this Club.  These      

common goals make our team strong. 

We collected an abundant amount of stuffed toys for Christmas House, plus cash for 

Cocoon House (thanks, everyone who donated to these worthy causes). 

Once again, our hats are off to the Hospitality Committee for coordinating this event.  

Also, special thanks to Steve, for sharing his love of music, during our Christmas Carol 

Sing-A-Long.  We all appreciate the time and effort they put in, to make our evening 

successful. 

Dear God: 

My prayer for 2015 is for a fat bank account and a thin body. 

Please don’t mix these up like you did last year! 

Toys collected for Christmas House 







May the Spirit of Christmas bring you Peace, the Gladness of Christmas give  

you Hopeand the Love of Christmas grant you Joy. 

BUDDY THE ELF 

VISITS MUKILTEO! 

Buddy, “I just like to 

smile.  Smiling’s my      

favorite.” 

Julie and Kim,  “It’s our 

favorite, too.” 



Lindsay Rucker and her daughter, 

Kayla welcomed in the Holiday Season 

with a vendor space at the Holiday 

Open House and Tree Lighting at 

Rosehill Community Center.  They 

handed out popcorn and candy canes 

and held a drawing for their black and 

white friend (in picture).  That bear 

takes up a lot of real estate! 

Tim Taylor has apparently hung up his 

tool belt to don a chef’s apron for the Holi-

day Season.  Pam says they entertained 

two weekends in December, sharing time 

with friends, including fellow Kiwanians:  

Daphne Gellhaus, Beth Kerwin, Mike and 

Lynne Miller, and Anita Bernardi.  

Yummmm! 

DINNER IS SERVED 

George and Carol Holser,   Steve and 

Darlene Conklé, and Jim and Kim 

Voetberg had a fun evening at the   

Seattle Area Newcomers Holiday Gala.  

Wow, who knew Steve could be so 

light on his feet?!  Impressive. 

WINE, WOMEN AND SONG? 

HERSELF THE ELF 

We were on hand to welcome back the USS 

Rodney M. Davis, a frigate, home-based at   

Naval Station Everett.  Many were on hand 

at Lighthouse Park, while a contingent of 

clubbers held court on the base, handing out 

home-made cookies to waiting families.  Go 

Navy!  Thanks, Pam, Skip and Tim. 

HOOYAH! 



How acquainted are you with other Kiwanians? 

Did you know this…. 

NANCY PASSOVOY 

 I am a Grandma “wannabe.”           

I borrow little kids to practice on, 

until MY kids get it in gear. 

 I really enjoy DYI projects. 

DAPHNE GELLHAUS 

 I am one of the first three girls to 

be drafted onto the Boys’ Little 

League team in our town when I 

was 9 years old. 

 The ocean is my favorite place to 

be. 

REX CALDWELL 

 I have a couple of tattoos, one of 

which I keep covered (most of 

the time), not out of shame but 

because they are private. 

NORA LEWIS 

 I’ve been in the Kiwanis family 

since 1996 (started in Key Club). 

 In college I worked on a project to 

map the corn genome. 

From left:  Deb Caldwell, Rex Caldwell, Nancy Passovoy 

A tell tale sign of a club’s strength, is its ability to 

not only retain current members, but to add new 

members.  Our club continues to attract and sign up 

new participants.  Rex Caldwell sponsored and 

signed up Nancy Passovoy and Deb Caldwell.  A 

hearty “Welcome ladies!” 



Team Kiwanis was on hand to serve up a hearty Holiday Dinner to residents of Cocoon House.  Who knew 

that helping to break the cycle of poverty and homelessness could be as simple, but meaningful as spending 

some personal time at Cocoon House, preparing and 

serving a meal?  Special thanks to Tim and Pam Tay-

lor, Anita Bernardi, Tom Nielson, Steve and Darlene 

Conklé, Joni Hartman, and 

Consuelo Ledesma, be-

cause they exemplified 

the true meaning of 

this  Holiday Season:    

caring, generosity and 

kindness. 

COCOON HOUSE 

HOLIDAY TREATS CAMPAIGN 

Our annual Treats and Nuts campaign was a huge success.  A special thanks to Gary Webster who spear-

headed this project and made sure that all our locations were outfitted with an array of product to sell.   

There were a number of businesses around town that graciously offered us counter space for our tins and 

boxes, but we’d like to give a shout-out to our Kiwanis 

members who let the club “set up shop” at their vari-

ous locations:  State Farm (Matt Martin), Allstate 

(Connie Reilly), Chamber Office (Julie Martin and Kim 

Voetberg), Tropical Tan (Cheryl Wynn), Mukilteo Kids 

Dentistry (Paul Kahlon and Sonu Lamba) , Travis Indus-

tries (Gary Webster) and other community locales. 

We had a solid selling period, and ended up with 

$3,250 in overall sales, $1,250 over last year!!!  So, 

everyone, give yourselves a hand for helping to fill the 

Kiwanis coffers.  WE DONE GOOD, TROUPS!! 
Cassidy was our best sales clerk this season 



CHRISTMAS HOUSE 

Thank you Darbi Van Gerpen (Kamiak) and Layli Lewis (Mariner) for heading up the work parties.  And...we appreciate the 

Club Members who participated on their assigned weekends:  Darbi Van Gerpen, Pam Taylor, Ingrid Draper, Tom Nielson, 

Gary Webster, Heidi Webster, Beth Kerwin, Jim Voetberg, Kim Voetberg, Howard Phillips, Daphne Gellhaus, Consuelo 

Ledesma, Tyler Thompson and Layli Lewis. 

On two separate Saturdays, Team Mariner and Team Kamiak worked at Christmas House, helping local families to shop 

for Holiday gifts for their children.  Last year, over 50,000 gifts were given out and this year, according to Christmas 

House staffers, even more tickets were given to families, meaning we were able to help make Christmas fun for even 

more families!  Thanks Key Clubbers for joining us this year.  We really appreciate you! 



  

We have some amazing cooks in our club!  The Holiday Gathering was testament to our Kiwanis members’ 

ability to throw a party and eat WELL.   We will start spotlighting member’s recipes in each newsletter.  

Please send your favorite one to Kim at:  kimvoetberg@live.com. 

TAKING 

MAJOR 

 

Club members who 
think outside the 
box.  (What is this?) 

Answer:  Major Undertaking 

Darbi Van Gerpen’s 7-Up Biscuits 

 

Directions:  Mix Bisquick, sour cream and 7-up.  The dough 

will be very soft (don’t worry).  Knead and fold dough until 

it is coated with your baking mix.  Pat dough out and cut 

biscuits using a round biscuit/cookie cutter.  Melt 1 cube 

of butter in the bottom of the cookie sheet pan or 9x13 

casserole dish.  Place biscuits on top of melted butter and 

bake @ 425 degrees for 12-15 minutes or until brown.  Yummm! 

4 cups Bisquick 

1 cup sour cream 

1 cup 7-Up 

1 cube butter 



 

Jan 7 Club Meeting  

 Recap:  Al will share the history 
 of the club and give us insights 
 to our club mission and values. 
 7:30 a 
 Golf Course 

 
Jan 14 Club Meeting 

 Pam Van Swearingen: Just Ask 
 (Part 1) 
 7:30 a 
 Golf Course 

Jan 21 Club Meeting 

 Pam Van Swearingen: Just Ask 
 (Part 2) 
 7:30 a 
 Golf Course 

 
 
 
 

P. O. Box 1553 

Mukilteo, WA  98275 

 

Www.kiwanis.org 

Www.pnwkiwanis.org 

 

Weekly Club Meeting Location: 

Harbour Pointe Golf Course (Harbour Pointe Blvd) 

7:30 am to 8:30 am 

 

***Months with Five Wednesdays*** 

5th meeting will be at Spiro’s Restaurant (Mukilteo Speedway) 

6:30 pm to 7:30 pm 

 

To submit photos or club event information, email Kim Voetberg 

(kimvoetberg@live.com) 

Board of Directors 
Rex Caldwell, President 
Daphne Gellhaus, Vice President 
Skip Kidd, Treasurer 
Darlene Conklé, Secretary 
Cheryl Wynn, Asst Secretary 
Howard Phillips 
Layli Lewis 
Gary Webster 
Julie Martin 
Tim Taylor 
Paul Salas 
Tom Nielson 
Hospitality Committee 
Daphne Gellhaus, Beth Kerwin 
Community Service/Human  
Spiritual Value 
Al Dantico, John Luckvich 
Scholarships 
Tom Nielsen, Julie Martin 
Layli Lewis 
Citizen of the Year 
Tim and Pam Taylor 
Everyday Hero 
Ron Johnson 
Camp Killoqua 
Steve Conklé 
Funding Requests 
Annie Johnson 
Cocoon House 
Tim and Pam Taylor 
Speedway Clean-Up 
Dan Harbeck, John Luckovich,  
Al Dantico 
Community Garden 
Lynette Gardiner 
National Night Out 
Cory Armstrong-Hoss 
Newsletter 
Kim Voetberg 
Historian/Scrapbook 
Judy Hinrichs, Consuelo Ledesma 
Membership and Club Growth 
Paul Salas, Darlene Con Hiklé 
Key Club Advisors 
Kamiak 
Jennifer Mease, faculty 
Darbi Van Gerpen, club 
Mariner 
Scott Bayles, faculty 
Layli Lewis, club 
Builders Club 
Lisa Schamens-Reim, faculty 
Paul Salas, club 
Dictionaries 
Annie Johnson 
Christmas House 
Darbi Van Gerpen 
Healthy Kids Day 
Ingrid Draper, Cory Armstrong-
Hoss 
Adopt-A-Family 
OPEN 
Fundraising 
Paul Salas, Daphne Gellhaus, 
Gary Webster 
Pancake Breakfast 
Paul Salas, Darlene Conklé,  
Annie Johnson 
GA Day 
Gary Webster, Darlene Conklé 
Salmon Bake 
Tim and Pam Taylor, Paul Salas 
Wood Distribution 
Dave Jones 
Risk Management Coordinator 
Steve Conklé 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR 
TO SIGN UP FOR COMMITTEES, 
CONTACT THE BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS OR COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
LISTED ABOVE. 


